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How	
   can	
  water	
   do	
   such	
   great	
   things?	
   It	
   is	
   not	
   the	
   water	
   indeed	
   that	
   does	
  
them,	
  but	
  the	
  word	
  of	
  God	
  which	
  is	
   in	
  and	
  with	
  the	
  water,	
  and	
  faith,	
  which	
  
trusts	
  such	
  word	
  of	
  God	
  in	
  the	
  water.	
  For	
  without	
  the	
  word	
  of	
  God	
  the	
  water	
  
is	
   simple	
  water	
   and	
  no	
  baptism.	
  But	
  with	
   the	
  word	
  of	
  God	
   it	
   is	
   a	
   baptism,	
  
that	
   is,	
   a	
   gracious	
  water	
   of	
   life	
   and	
   a	
  washing	
   of	
   regeneration	
   in	
   the	
  Holy	
  
Ghost,	
  as	
  St.	
  Paul	
  says,	
  Titus,	
  chapter	
  three:	
  “By	
  the	
  washing	
  of	
  regeneration	
  
and	
   renewing	
  of	
   the	
  Holy	
  Ghost,	
  which	
  He	
   shed	
  on	
  us	
   abundantly	
   through	
  
Jesus	
  Christ,	
  our	
  Savior,	
  that,	
  being	
  justified	
  by	
  His	
  grace,	
  we	
  should	
  be	
  made	
  
heirs	
   according	
   to	
   the	
   hope	
   of	
   eternal	
   life.	
   This	
   is	
   a	
   faithful	
   saying.”	
   [Titus	
  
3:5–8]	
  

1. Who	
  is	
  running	
  all	
  the	
  verbs	
  in	
  Titus	
  3:5–8?	
  	
  
2. Are	
   you	
   saved	
   by	
   faith,	
   or	
   by	
   Baptism?	
   By	
   faith	
   in	
   your	
   Baptism?	
   What	
  

certainty	
   does	
   “faith	
   in	
   your	
   Baptism”	
   add	
   to	
   “faith	
   in	
   Jesus’	
   death	
   and	
  
resurrection”?	
  

From	
  Luther’s	
  Large	
  Catechism	
  (IV:	
  Baptism)	
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   Therefore	
   every	
   Christian	
   has	
   enough	
   in	
   Baptism	
   to	
   learn	
   and	
   to	
  

practise	
  all	
  his	
  life;	
  for	
  he	
  has	
  always	
  enough	
  to	
  do	
  to	
  believe	
  firmly	
  what	
  it	
  
promises	
  and	
  brings:	
  victory	
  over	
  death	
  and	
  the	
  devil,	
  forgiveness	
  of	
  sin,	
  the	
  
grace	
  of	
  God,	
  the	
  entire	
  Christ,	
  and	
  the	
  Holy	
  Ghost	
  with	
  His	
  gifts…	
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  For	
  consider,	
  if	
  there	
  were	
  somewhere	
  a	
  physician	
  who	
  understood	
  the	
  
art	
  of	
   saving	
  men	
   from	
  dying,	
  or,	
  even	
   though	
   they	
  died,	
  of	
   restoring	
   them	
  
speedily	
   to	
   life,	
   so	
   that	
   they	
  would	
   thereafter	
   live	
   forever,	
   how	
   the	
  world	
  
would	
  pour	
  in	
  money	
  like	
  snow	
  and	
  rain,	
  so	
  that	
  because	
  of	
  the	
  throng	
  of	
  the	
  
rich	
  no	
  one	
  could	
   find	
  access!	
  But	
  here	
   in	
  Baptism	
  there	
   is	
  brought	
   free	
   to	
  
every	
  one’s	
  door	
  such	
  a	
  treasure	
  and	
  medicine	
  as	
  utterly	
  destroys	
  death	
  and	
  
preserves	
  all	
  men	
  alive.	
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  Thus	
  we	
  must	
  regard	
  Baptism	
  and	
  make	
  it	
  profitable	
  to	
  ourselves,	
  that	
  
when	
  our	
  sins	
  and	
  conscience	
  oppress	
  us,	
  we	
  strengthen	
  ourselves	
  and	
  take	
  
comfort	
   and	
   say:	
   Nevertheless	
   I	
   am	
   baptized;	
   but	
   if	
   I	
   am	
   baptized,	
   it	
   is	
  
promised	
  me	
   that	
   I	
   shall	
   be	
   saved	
   and	
   have	
   eternal	
   life,	
   both	
   in	
   soul	
   and	
  
body.	
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   For	
   that	
   is	
   the	
   reason	
   why	
   these	
   two	
   things	
   are	
   done	
   in	
   Baptism,	
  
namely,	
   that	
   the	
   body,	
   which	
   can	
   apprehend	
   nothing	
   but	
   the	
   water,	
   is	
  
sprinkled,	
  and,	
  in	
  addition,	
  the	
  word	
  is	
  spoken	
  for	
  the	
  soul	
  to	
  apprehend.	
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  Now,	
   since	
  both,	
   the	
  water	
  and	
   the	
  Word,	
   are	
  one	
  Baptism,	
   therefore	
  
body	
   and	
   soul	
  must	
   be	
   saved	
   and	
   live	
   forever:	
   the	
   soul	
   through	
   the	
  Word	
  
which	
   it	
   believes,	
   but	
   the	
   body	
  because	
   it	
   is	
   united	
  with	
   the	
   soul	
   and	
   also	
  
apprehends	
   Baptism	
   as	
   it	
   is	
   able	
   to	
   apprehend	
   it.	
   We	
   have,	
   therefore,	
   no	
  
greater	
   jewel	
   in	
   body	
   and	
   soul,	
   for	
   by	
   it	
  we	
   are	
  made	
   holy	
   and	
   are	
   saved,	
  
which	
  no	
  other	
  kind	
  of	
  life,	
  no	
  work	
  upon	
  earth,	
  can	
  attain.	
   	
  


