
CATECHESIS	
  FOR	
  LIFE	
  
http://www.mtcalvary-­‐colstrip.org/catechesis-­‐for-­‐life	
  

For	
  the	
  congregation’s	
  weekly	
  exercise	
  in	
  
the	
  doctrine	
  of	
  the	
  faith	
  and	
  the	
  Scriptures	
  

Permission	
  granted	
  for	
  free	
  use	
  and	
  distribution.	
  Small	
  Catechism	
  (CPH,	
  1912)	
  and	
  Large	
  Catechism	
  (Triglot	
  Concordia,	
  CPH,	
  1921)	
  are	
  in	
  the	
  public	
  domain.	
  

The	
  Apostles’	
  Creed,	
  Third	
  Article:	
  Sanctification	
  	
  
I	
   believe	
   in	
   the	
   Holy	
   Ghost;	
   the	
   holy	
   Christian	
   church,	
   the	
  
communion	
   of	
   saints;	
   the	
   forgiveness	
   of	
   sins;	
   the	
  
resurrection	
  of	
  the	
  body,	
  and	
  the	
  life	
  everlasting.	
  Amen.	
  
What	
  does	
  this	
  mean?	
  	
  I	
  believe	
  that	
  I	
  cannot	
  by	
  my	
  own	
  reason	
  or	
  
strength	
  believe	
  in	
  Jesus	
  Christ,	
  my	
  Lord,	
  or	
  come	
  to	
  Him;	
  but	
  the	
  
Holy	
  Ghost	
  has	
  called	
  me	
  by	
  the	
  Gospel,	
  enlightened	
  me	
  with	
  His	
  
gifts,	
  sanctified	
  and	
  kept	
  me	
  in	
  the	
  true	
  faith;	
  
even	
   as	
   He	
   calls,	
   gathers,	
   enlightens,	
   and	
   sanctifies	
   the	
   whole	
  
Christian	
  church	
  on	
  earth,	
  and	
  keeps	
  it	
  with	
  Jesus	
  Christ	
  in	
  the	
  one	
  
true	
  faith:	
  
in	
  which	
  Christian	
  church	
  He	
  daily	
  and	
  richly	
  forgives	
  all	
  my	
  sins	
  
and	
  the	
  sins	
  of	
  all	
  believers,	
  
and	
  will	
   at	
   the	
   Last	
   Day	
   raise	
   up	
  me	
   and	
   all	
   the	
   dead,	
   and	
   give	
  
unto	
  me	
  and	
  all	
  believers	
  in	
  Christ	
  eternal	
  life.	
  
This	
  is	
  most	
  certainly	
  true.	
  

From	
  Luther’s	
  Large	
  Catechism	
  (II:	
  Apostles’	
  Creed)	
  
40–45	
   Learn,	
   then,	
   to	
   understand	
   this	
   article	
  most	
   clearly.	
   If	
   you	
   are	
  

asked:	
  What	
  do	
  you	
  mean	
  by	
  the	
  words:	
   I	
  believe	
  in	
  the	
  Holy	
  Ghost?	
  You	
  
can	
   answer:	
   I	
   believe	
   that	
   the	
  Holy	
   Ghost	
  makes	
  me	
   holy,	
   as	
  His	
   name	
  
implies.	
  But	
  whereby	
  does	
  He	
  accomplish	
   this,	
   or	
  what	
   are	
  His	
  method	
  
and	
  means	
  to	
  this	
  end?	
  Answer:	
  By	
  the	
  Christian	
  Church,	
  the	
  forgiveness	
  
of	
  sins,	
   the	
  resurrection	
  of	
   the	
  body,	
  and	
  the	
   life	
  everlasting.	
  For,	
   in	
   the	
  
first	
   place,	
   He	
   has	
   a	
   peculiar	
   congregation	
   in	
   the	
   world,	
   which	
   is	
   the	
  
mother	
  that	
  begets	
  and	
  bears	
  every	
  Christian	
  through	
  the	
  Word	
  of	
  God,	
  
which	
   He	
   reveals	
   and	
   preaches,	
   [and	
   through	
  which]	
   He	
   illumines	
   and	
  
enkindles	
   hearts,	
   that	
   they	
   understand,	
   accept	
   it,	
   cling	
   to	
   it,	
   and	
  
persevere	
  in	
  it.	
  	
  

For	
  where	
  He	
  does	
  not	
  cause	
  it	
  to	
  be	
  preached	
  and	
  made	
  alive	
  in	
  the	
  
heart,	
  so	
  that	
  it	
  is	
  understood,	
  it	
  is	
  lost,	
  as	
  was	
  the	
  case	
  under	
  the	
  Papacy,	
  
where	
   faith	
   was	
   entirely	
   put	
   under	
   the	
   bench,	
   and	
   no	
   one	
   recognized	
  
Christ	
   as	
   his	
   Lord	
   or	
   the	
   Holy	
   Ghost	
   as	
   his	
   Sanctifier,	
   that	
   is,	
   no	
   one	
  
believed	
   that	
   Christ	
   is	
   our	
   Lord	
   in	
   the	
   sense	
   that	
   He	
   has	
   acquired	
   this	
  
treasure	
  for	
  us,	
  without	
  our	
  works	
  and	
  merit,	
  and	
  made	
  us	
  acceptable	
  to	
  
the	
   Father.	
  What,	
   then,	
  was	
   lacking?	
   This,	
   that	
   the	
  Holy	
   Ghost	
  was	
   not	
  
there	
   to	
   reveal	
   it	
   and	
   cause	
   it	
   to	
   be	
   preached;	
   but	
  men	
   and	
   evil	
   spirits	
  
were	
   there,	
  who	
   taught	
   us	
   to	
   obtain	
   grace	
   and	
   be	
   saved	
   by	
   our	
  works.	
  
Therefore	
   it	
   is	
   not	
   a	
   Christian	
   Church	
   either;	
   for	
   where	
   Christ	
   is	
   not	
  
preached,	
   there	
   is	
   no	
   Holy	
   Ghost	
   who	
   creates,	
   calls,	
   and	
   gathers	
   the	
  
Christian	
  Church,	
  without	
  which	
  no	
  one	
  can	
  come	
  to	
  Christ	
  the	
  Lord.	
  	
   	
  


