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The First Commandment.

You shall have no other gods before Me.
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41] Therefore let every one seriously take this to heart, lest it be
regarded as though a man had spoken it. For to you it is a question
either of eternal blessing, happiness, and salvation, or of eternal
wrath, misery, and woe. What more would you have or desire than
that He so kindly promises to be yours with every blessing, and to
protect and help you in all need?
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42] But, alas! here is the failure, that the world believes nothing of
this, nor regards it as God's Word because it sees that those who
trust in God and not in Mammon suffer care and want, and the
devil opposes and resists them, that they have neither money, favor,
nor honor, and, besides, can scarcely support life; while, on the
other hand, those who serve Mammon have power, favor, honor,
possessions, and every comfort in the eyes of the world. For this
reason, these words must be grasped as being directed against such
appearances; and we must consider that they do not lie or deceive,
but must come true.
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43] Reflect for yourself or make inquiry and tell me: Those who have
employed all their care and diligence to accumulate great
possessions and wealth, what have they finally attained? You will
find that they have wasted their toil and labor, or even though they
have amassed great treasures, they have been dispersed and
scattered, so that they themselves have never found happiness in
their wealth, and afterwards it never reached the third generation.
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The Second Petition.

Thy kingdom come.

55] From this you perceive that we pray here not for a crust of bread
or a temporal, perishable good, but for an eternal inestimable
treasure and everything that God Himself possesses; which is far
too great for any human heart to think of desiring if He had not
Himself commanded us to pray for the same. 56] But because He is
God, He also claims the honor of giving much more and more
abundantly than any one can comprehend,-like an eternal, unfailing
fountain, which, the more it pours forth and overflows, the more it
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continues to give,-and He desires nothing more earnestly of us than
that we ask much and great things of Him, and again is angry if we
do not ask and pray confidently.
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57] For just as when the richest and most mighty emperor would
bid a poor beggar ask whatever he might desire, and were ready to
give great imperial presents, and the fool would beg only for a dish
of gruel, he would be rightly considered a rogue and a scoundrel,
who treated the command of his imperial majesty as a jest and
sport, and was not worthy of coming into his presence: so also it is a
great reproach and dishonor to God if we, to whom He offers and
pledges so many unspeakable treasures, despise the same, or have
not the confidence to receive them, but scarcely venture to pray for
a piece of bread.
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The Fourth Commandment.

Honor you father and your mother.
127] Besides this, it is our duty before the world to be grateful for
benefits and every good which we have of our parents. 128] But
here again the devil rules in the world, so that the children forget
their parents, as we all forget God, and no one considers how God
nourishes, protects, and defends us, and bestows so much good on
body and soul; especially when an evil hour comes, we are angry
and grumble with impatience, and all the good which we have
received throughout our life is wiped out [from our memory]. Just so
we do also with our parents, and there is no child that understands
and considers this [what the parents have endured while nourishing
and fostering him], except the Holy Ghost grant him this grace.

What is the Sacrament of the Altar?
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23] On this account it is indeed called a food of souls, which
nourishes and strengthens the new man. For by Baptism we are
first born anew; but (as we said before) there still remains, besides,
the old vicious nature of flesh and blood in man, and there are so
many hindrances and temptations of the devil and of the world that
we often become weary and faint, and sometimes also stumble.
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24] Therefore it is given for a daily pasture and sustenance, that
faith may refresh and strengthen itself so as not to fall back in such
a battle, but become ever stronger and stronger. 25] For the new
life must be so regulated that it continually increase and progress;
26] but it must suffer much opposition. For the devil is such a
furious enemy that when he sees that we oppose him and attack the
old man, and that he cannot topple us over by force, he prowls and
moves about on all sides, tries all devices, and does not desist, until
he finally wearies us, so that we either renounce our faith or yield
hands and feet and become listless or impatient. 27] Now to this
end the consolation is here given when the heart feels that the
burden is becoming too heavy, that it may here obtain new power
and refreshment.
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