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The Second Commandment.

You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain.
71] This is also a blessed and useful habit and very effectual against
the devil, who is ever about us, and lies in wait to bring us into sin
and shame, calamity and trouble, but who is very loath to hear
God's name, and cannot remain long where it is uttered and called
upon from the heart. And, indeed, many a terrible and shocking
calamity would befall us if, by our calling upon His name, God did
not preserve us. 72] I have myself tried it, and learned by
experience that often sudden great calamity was immediately
averted and removed during such invocation. To vex the devil, I say,
we should always have this holy name in our mouth, so that he may
not be able to injure us as he wishes.

The Fourth Commandment.

Honor your father and your mother.
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143] Now, what a child owes to father and mother, the same owe all
who are embraced in the household. Therefore man-servants and
maid-servants should be careful not only to be obedient to their
masters and mistresses, but also to honor them as their own fathers
and mothers, and to do everything which they know is expected of
them, not from compulsion and with reluctance, but with pleasure
and joy for the cause just mentioned, namely, that it is God's
command and is pleasing to Him above all other works. 144]
Therefore they ought rather to pay wages in addition and be glad
that they may obtain masters and mistresses to have such joyful
consciences and to know how they may do truly golden works; a
matter which has hitherto been neglected and despised, when,
instead, everybody ran, in the devil's name, into convents or to
pilgrimages and indulgences, with loss [of time and money] and with
an evil conscience.
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145] If this truth, then, could be impressed upon the poor people, a
servant-girl would leap and praise and thank God; and with her tidy
work for which she receives support and wages she would acquire
such a treasure as all that are esteemed the greatest saints have not
obtained. Is it not an excellent boast to know and say that, if you
perform your daily domestic task, this is better than all the sanctity
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and ascetic life of monks? 146] And you have the promise, in
addition, that you shall prosper in all good and fare well. How can
you lead a more blessed or holier life as far as your works are
concerned? 147] For in the sight of God faith is what really renders
a person holy, and alone serves Him, but the works are for the
service of man. 148] There you have everything good, protection
and defense in the Lord, a joyful conscience and a gracious God
besides, who will reward you a hundredfold, so that you are even a
nobleman if you be only pious and obedient. But if not, you have, in
the first place, nothing but the wrath and displeasure of God, no
peace of heart, and afterwards all manner of plagues and
misfortunes.

The Lord’s Prayer
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15] For we allow such thoughts as these to lead us astray and deter
us: I am not holy or worthy enough; if I were as godly and holy as
St. Peter or St. Paul, then I would pray. But put such thoughts far
away, for just the same commandment which applied to St. Paul
applies also to me; and the Second Commandment is given as much
on my account as on his account, so that he can boast of no better
or holier commandment.
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16] Therefore you should say: My prayer is as precious, holy, and
pleasing to God as that of St. Paul or of the most holy saints. This is
the reason: For I will gladly grant that he is holier in his person, but
not on account of the commandment; since God does not regard
prayer on account of the person, but on account of His word and
obedience thereto. For on the commandment on which all the saints
rest their prayer I, too, rest mine. Moreover, I pray for the same
thing for which they all pray and ever have prayed; besides, I have
just as great a need of it as those great saints, yea, even a greater
one than they.
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118] But this matter He has put last; for if we are to be preserved
and delivered from all evil, the name of God must first be hallowed
in us, His kingdom must be with us, and His will be done. After that
He will finally preserve us from sin and shame, and, besides, from
everything that may hurt or injure us.
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119] Thus God has briefly placed before us all the distress which
may ever come upon us, so that we might have no excuse whatever
for not praying. But all depends upon this, that we learn also to say
Amen, that is, that we do not doubt that our prayer is surely heard,
and [what we pray] shall be done. For this is nothing else than the
word of undoubting faith, which does not pray at a venture, but
knows that God does not lie to him, since He has promised to grant
it. 120] Therefore, where there is no such faith, there cannot be
true prayer either.
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